Things to Know about Yupo
Eloiese Krabbenhoft 

“Yupo is a compelling and unique alternative to traditional art papers. It's a synthetic paper, machine-made in the USA of 100% polypropylene. It is waterproof, stain resistant, and extremely strong and durable.” Dickblick.com
1. Avoid handling the “paper” with your bare fingers. Finger print oils create a resist but can be removed by rubbing with a tissue or scrubbing with your brush using more pigment than water. A bristle brush works best. Yupo suggests washing with soapy water and allowing to dry prior to use.
2. Some erasers create a resist. So draw with a watercolor pencil or wash graphite pencil.
3. Yupo is non-absorbent so much less water is needed and you may find that a bristle brush or synthetic brush is more useful than a watercolor brush.

4. You can paint over dry colors with a single stroke, but two strokes will clean the area and remove the color.

5. A really wet wash over a dry previously painted area will totally dissolve the pigment and will blur or destroy any texture that had been there. 

6. Washes can be applied without destroying underlying textures but they must be much less wet and be applied as single side-by-side strokes.

7. Colors are more vibrant on Yupo because it does not absorb any pigment.

8. Wet colors can be blended with a DRY sponge roller (used for trim work when painting walls). It leaves a texture behind and lifts a lot of the pigment so the area becomes much lighter and less intense.

9. When an area of dry color is stroked with a barely damp brush, then rolled with a dry sponge roller, the area of the stroke is lightened rather than totally lifted.

10. With a barely damp brush you can “sweep” color to create a very dark edge.

11. Drawings can be done with water-soluble media so they totally disappear.

12. The background can be painted entirely without blocking out anything. When dry, the drawing for the foreground image can be transferred to the yupo.  Then the image area can be rewet, wiped clean and painted. Care should be taken with the background so as not to spot it – OR additional spots can be made on purpose. 

MATERIALS TO TRY WITH YUPO

a. Watercolor pencils, Watercolor Crayons, and Portfolio Water Soluble Oil Pastels

b. Prismacolor

Prismacolors can be used over or under watercolor washes when a more permanent color is desirable.
c. Markers 
Different brands of markers behave differently and individual colors within each brand behave differently. But the following are generally true.

· Water soluble markers  (not recommended)
· Used alone they do not dry. They will continue to move and bleed and will lift when touched even after many days or after a hair dryer is used. (Overheating yupo causes it to buckle and “crumple”.) Even thinned with water these water-soluble markers may lift when touched with your fingers. 

· Specific colors of water-soluble marker will partially lift Prismacolor markers but not Sharpie.

· The marker colors can be blended and spread with a dry Q-tip. The result always is pale to mid-value. 

· Crayola Gel Effects Markers work best. They dissolve with water but dry to the touch in a few minutes. They also dissolve with water and alcohol.

· Permanent Markers 

· Some archival and Prismacolor markers bleed with alcohol and some lift away almost clean. Some also lift slightly when select colors of water-soluble marker are applied over them. 

· Sharpie may run a little with alcohol but will not lift clean. Sharpie is partially dissolved by some Prismacolor markers. Fingernail polish remover will lighten it a little further but creates a resist.

d. Acrylics and Permanent Drawing Ink 
Fluid acrylics work best. Thin washes can be used for under painting when you don’t care that you can’t get back to the white of the paper. Thicker acrylic may peel like a sunburn when re-wet. In some brands of acrylic thin washes can be removed with alcohol. Permanent drawing ink is there to stay.

e. Wax Crayons

Crayola crayons and Crayola construction paper crayons will wipe away with alcohol. They can be lifted by an application of Portfolio Series Water Soluble Oil Pastels but a residue is left behind that creates a resist.

TECHNIQUES TO TRY WITH YUPO

Use the usual watercolor techniques.

1)  Salt 

2)  Resists

· Wax paper

· crayon

· Soap (works only on Yupo)

· eraser (works only on Yupo) 

3) Alcohol

4) Lifting on yupo

· You can get back to the white of the paper simply by rewetting and blotting, stroking with a damp brush or wiping. Sometimes colors stain and a little soap is needed to thoroughly remove the stain. Moisten by brush stroke, spattering, or laying on a moist, textured  object such as cloth or lace.

· Lifted areas can be reworked after they have dried. To rework them while damp requires using a barely moist brush with thick pigment. 

· Use a dry foam roller to lift barely damp strokes. 

5) Stamping

6) Dry brush

7) Spattering

8) Plastic wrap (On yupo this takes days to dry but effects can be dramatic, especially with colored drawing ink.)

9) Washes (It is hard to get a smooth one. One way to get a flatter area is to roll it with a dry sponge roller. Pigment must be thicker for this technique because the roller will lift pigment, lightening the color.) 

10) Pigment is attracted away from the painted area every time the wet area is touched, even with a loaded brush. Then, when the brush is lifted, a little dark spot of pigment is left behind. This is frustrating at first but can be used as a technique.

Youtube videos

Andy Mathis http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2b4XGQYQTJk
Patricia Cink http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RgoToxcJd-g
George James http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=liVKvRqRJ18
    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gMla4jpsKM
Mark Mehaffey http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFvNv5fvoVE

Still images

http://watercolorandmore.com/yupopaperdemo.aspx
Purchase yupo

Jerry’s Artarama –  67936 10 sheet pad - 11x14" White $15.18
Dick Blick - 10149-1005 Watercolor Paper, 10 Sheet Pad  Bright White  11" × 14"    $15.18

     10067-1021  Sheet, Bright White  74 lb  26" × 20"  (10 or more) $2.26 each

Handle the yupo carefully.

Fingerprints create a resist.
Copies of the handout are available at 
http://www.finearts.txstate.edu/Art/academics/undergrad/ugrad-arted/handouts.html
Handle the yupo carefully.

Fingerprints create a resist.
Copies of the handout are available at 
http://www.finearts.txstate.edu/Art/academics/undergrad/ugrad-arted/handouts.html
Handle the yupo carefully.

Fingerprints create a resist.
Copies of the handout are available at 
http://www.finearts.txstate.edu/Art/academics/undergrad/ugrad-arted/handouts.html
Handle the yupo carefully.

Fingerprints create a resist.
Copies of the handout are available at 
http://www.finearts.txstate.edu/Art/academics/undergrad/ugrad-arted/handouts.html
Handle the yupo carefully.

Fingerprints create a resist.
Copies of the handout are available at 
http://www.finearts.txstate.edu/Art/academics/undergrad/ugrad-arted/handouts.html
